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ABSTRACT:

The library usage behaviour starts from the coltege level, because mosl o/ tfie schools are nof
having libraries. However students are aware of the use of pubtic libraries at the schoot tevet. So tlris sfudy
analyzes the levelof usage behaviour among under graduafe fresherS, the difference bptween the male
and female sfudenls and the difference between the level of usage behavior among rural and urban area
studenfs. Findings of the study revealthat library usage behaviour among male and femalerespondenfs is
rather moderate. The study a/so shows that library usage behaviour of rural area students were at a higtt
level,
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1. INTRODUCTION:

The academic library differs in purpose scope and service from a public library and special
library. According to Professor S" Gupta "The quality of the acadernic library, that is, the schiol libraiy, the
college library and the university library is conditioned not urholly, but largely, by the quality of eduiation
the academic institution imparts, which in turn dependsdirectly on the quitityof its teacher, their teaching
methods, the policy of educational administration, and indirectly, on the government which has to find
money for the general improvement of such academic institutions". This study discusses only the library
usage behaviour of the under graduate first year students.

2, REVIEW OF LITERATURE:

i' Ademodi, D T (2015), discussed awareness and use of refercnee sources by undergraduate
students in Adekunle Ajasin University library, Akungba-Akoko, Nigeria. Random sampling technique
was used to select 400 hundred undergraduate students from the total population of undergraduate students
in the University. Questionnaire was the only research instrument used in this study ind four hundred
(400) sets of questionnaire weie administered, out of which, three hundred and ninety four (3g4) were
returned and used for the study representing 98.5% return rate. The study used descriptive statistics te
analyze demographic variables and chi square to test research areas. Findings were presented in tables
and bar charts. The findings revealed that majority of undergraduate students patronized library but the
highest patronage was from 100 levels to 300 levels. Few students were aware of the serviees library
offers while there was a significantly high response in awareness of reference sources. Howevel the
response rate of use of reference sources was significantly low. Further conclusions were made based
on the findings and recommendations which included qualitative and practical-oriented user education.

3. INSTITUTE PROFILE:

The St. John's College was established in 1878" lt now offers g aided UG Courses, S aided pG
courses and also research programmes in various departments. The Library was established in 1g62"
The present Accession Register started in the same year. The distinctive feature of the library is that it is
considered a department of academic support services. The emphasis of the library is on the increase of
its holdings' The central library is housed in a ground flooratthe entrance of the college and accommodates
more than sixty thousand books and subscribes to 38 journals. With the grants from the UGC and annuai
bud$etary provisions of the college the library has buitt up a huge iollection representing various
disciplines for all levels of its users. The library also receives reading materials as gifts from individuals
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